To
The Editor of Scroll.in
This is to counter the incorrect portrayal of facts in your story “Indians get just one week to
review crucial health data policy. The Centre’s rush is undemocratic”. The real facts are as
under:
1. The Health Data Management Policy lays down the framework for secure handling of
data in NDHM with citizen-centic approach being the key aspect.
2. The draft Health Data Management Policy was uploaded on 20/08/2020 for seeking
feedback for two weeks and not for one week as has been stated in the news report.
3. All Government policies evolve as per the need of the society and changes in
technology. This policy is no exception, and it is not correct to make it appear that the
policy coming out will never be changed in future.
4. However, considering the feedback received, the date of seeking feedback via public
consultation before the first version of the policy is finalized has been extended by one
more week i.e. till 10th September 2020.
5. On perusal of various press reports it is seen that much of the criticism arises from the
“Definitions” section of Draft Health Data Management Policy as published on NDHM
portal. In this regard it may be noted that definitions in any policy/laws are always kept
very generic/broad so as to cater to overall scope and take care of any eventualities.
Definitions per se have no meaning unless they are seen in conjunction with the
operative part of policy/laws and their overall design/objective. Various terms defined
in the definition section of draft policy draw from various laws and bills such as
Personal Data Protection (PDP) bill. The definition of term “Sensitive personal data”
in the draft policy draws from Information Technology (Reasonable security practices
and procedures and sensitive personal data or information) Rules, 2011 and Personal
Data Protection (PDP) bill. By virtue of said definition, sensitive personal data includes
personal data related to financial information, sexual orientation, political belief etc.
However, nowhere in the operative section of the draft policy it is laid down that the
said information will be called for. Further the purpose of including said terms in the
definition of “Sensitive personal data” is that the said types of information must be
given highest level of privacy and security if ever encountered in the information
ecosystem of NDHM. It is absolutely out of place to construe the same as intent for
having said information in the NDHM system especially when there is nothing in the
operative section of the policy to suggest so. The entire framework of Draft Health Data

Management Policy is citizen-centric and no data can be captured, shared or used
without the explicit and informed consent of the citizen.
6. The news report also asks the question of why Aadhaar is not used instead of creating
a new Health ID. It may be noted that it is legally not permissibile to make Aadhaar
mandatory for creation of Health ID. Further, the creation of Health ID and participation
in the National Digital Health Mission is purely voluntary for every individual and the
Government does not intend to make it mandatory. In view of these facts, option has
been given to citizens to create Health ID in both ways- either using Aadhaar or without
using Aadhaar.

